Welcome to
Alexandra Park
Explore this family friendly trail
around historic Alexandra Park.
As you follow the trail you will
meet some fascinating people
from Oldham’s past.

A history of Alexandra Park
In the early 1860s Oldham was an
important cotton spinning town.
Disruption to the supply of cotton
caused by the American Civil War
caused high unemployment and
hardship in the area. One solution
was to provide jobs by investing
in a new park for the town and
employing cotton workers to
landscape the site. Work began
towards the end of 1863 and the
park was opened on 28 August
1865. The park was named to
commemorate the marriage in
1863 of Albert, Prince of Wales
to Alexandra, a princess
from Denmark.

Find out more

Over the years the park has been a
site for relaxation and for carnivals,
for brass bands and for picnics.
The long promenade was designed
for people to walk amongst nature
and was originally planted with
trees. At the eastern end of the
Promenade a grand refreshment
room, with windows of stained glass
representing ‘peace and plenty’ and
‘industry and commerce’, served
visitors for almost a century.

• Write a story, including all the
‘people’ you have ‘met’ on
your walk.

The park has evolved over time
and was completely refurbished in
2004 using grants from the Heritage
Lottery Fund. Today Alexandra Park
is Grade II* listed and a much-loved
local treasure that is used and
enjoyed by thousands of people
each year.

To find out more about the history
of Alexandra Park visit Gallery
Oldham and Oldham Local Studies
and Archives. Their collections
contain fascinating stories behind
the statues and sculpture that
adorn the park.
Follow this link to begin your search
https://galleryoldham.org.uk/
collections/

Ideas for when
you get home
• Design your own statue or
fountain to go in Alexandra Park.
• Create your own quiz about
Alexandra Park.
• See how many words you can
make using the letters from
‘Alexandra Park’.
• Share your knowledge and
pictures of Alexandra Park at
www.historicengland.org.uk/
listing/enrich-the-list/

We hope you
enjoy your visit!

1
Emma the
Flower Girl
A statue of Emma was probably in
place when the park opened in
1865. The statue disappeared in
the 1960s and the one you see
today is a copy of the original
by Andrew Sinclair. It was unveiled
at the park’s re-opening
in 2004.
What are your favourite
flowers?
If you see any flowers in the
park please don’t pick them –
leave them for others to enjoy!

2
John Platt Statue
This bronze statue of John Platt MP was
originally situated near Oldham Town Hall.
It was moved to Alexandra Park in 1924.
John Platt was the owner of Platt Brothers,
the largest textile engineering company
in the world. He was also responsible for
building the School of Science and Art on
Union Street next to the Lyceum. His figure is
supported by four female figures representing
Science, Art, Engineering and Manufacturing.
If somebody made a statue of
you how would you pose?
What would you choose to
represent you?

3
The Lion’s Den
A covered seating area was
donated to the park by Alderman
Robinson, who was Mayor of
Oldham between 1867 and
1868. Over the years the original
structure suffered from corrosion.
The impressive pavilion you see
today, which copied the original
design, was built for the re-opening
of the park in 2004.
Why do you think lions have
been chosen to sit at the
entrance?
Can you roar like a lion?

4
Robert Ascroft
Statue
Further along the Promenade is
a granite and bronze statue of
Oldham MP Robert Ascroft. He
earned the title, ‘The Workers’
Friend’, after settling a five-month
long strike with an agreement on
rates of pay in the cotton industry.
What phrase would you like
people to use to describe you
to future generations?

5
Bandstand
The children’s playground was
once the site of a large
bandstand. Between
1887 and 1942
this was the place to
come and listen to music
played by brass bands and
other groups. The current
shelter is a smaller copy
of the original.
Can you perform a
song or a dance for
your group on the
bandstand?

6
Conservatory
In Victorian times it became fashionable to grow plants from
warmer countries. This conservatory was built in 1907
and is made up of
three sections, with
a hot-house in the
centre.
What are some
of the things that
plants need to
help them grow?
If not look it up on
BBC bitesize
when you get
home.

7
Joseph
Howarth Statue
Joseph Howarth was born in 1786
and worked as the bellman for
Oldham from 1820 until 1860. A
bellman collected letters for the
mail coach by walking the streets
ringing a bell. Joseph was blind
from birth and he was the very first
Oldhamer to be honoured with a
statue.
Did you know that this is
the only statue in England
wearing a top hat?

8
Observatory
The instruments in this
observatory helped predict
the weather in Victorian
times. When the park
opened on 28 August
1865 it rained so hard
the procession had to be
reorganised.
What is your weather
report for today?
Share your forecast with
the rest of your group.

9
Rebecca at
the Well
This statue represents
Rebecca from the Bible.
Genesis tells the story of
Rebecca who gave travellers
and their camels a drink. The
original statue was smashed
in 1956 and this replacement
was commissioned in 2004.
How do you look after
visitors to your house?
What do you offer them
to eat or drink?

10
Boy and dolphin fountain
This fountain is placed on a pathway known as The Mayor’s Walk.
Joseph Radcliffe, Mayor of Oldham, presented this fountain to the new
park and it was
one of the features
visitors saw at the
opening in 1865.
Can you see
the dolphin?
What other
watery creatures
might you use
when designing
a fountain?

11
Glacial Boulders
These two impressive specimens are glacial erratics – stones that were
moved many miles by sheets of ice during the Ice Age.
The larger of the
two was found off
Lee Street and was
brought to the park
on 16 May 1874
using a team of
14 horses.
Why don’t you
pretend you are
pulling the glacial
erratic?

12
Ornamental Lake
This lake is also known to many as the duck pond. The water features
in the park were all created to give pleasure to human visitors, but they
also encourage
wildlife. This lake
used to feature a
fountain that sent
water high into
the air.
Can you name
three different
types of wildlife
you have seen
today?

Alexandra Park
Car park

View of the old Tea Rooms
from the Lion’s Den

1

Tennis courts

Pa

‘Emma’ Flower
Girl Statue

Boat
House
Café

2

John Platt
Statue

Qu

3
Boating
Lake

12

4

Glacial
Boulders

Bowling
Green

10

11

Toilets
Paddling
Pool

Play Area

Ki

ng

’s
R

oa

d

8

7

Observatory

Growing Hub

Joseph
Howarth
Statue

Robert
Ascroft
Statue

Tea
Rooms
Donnelly’s
Hollow

5

Pergola

6
Conservatory

Car
Tennis

park

courts

1
‘Emma’
Girl
Flower
Statue

Boat
House
Café

2

John
StatuePlatt

Pa

Boating
Lake

Duck
Pond

12

3

Glacial
Boulder

Bowling
Green

s

11

Bowling
Green

g’s

Pavilion
Bowling
Green

ad

Wheels
for
all

Rebecc
at the a
Statue Well

10

8

HerbaceoArea
Bor
der
us

7

Observa
tory
Growing

Lion’s

Q

Den

Gar
dens

Play

9

Ro

Wheels
for all
Rebecca
at the Well
Statue

9

’s R
oad

Kin

The Boat House

Bowling
Green

Herbaceous
Border

ad

TR

Boy and Dolphin
Fountain

Bowling
Green

Ro

een

Lion’s Den

Duck
Pond
Pavilion Gardens

rk

4
Boy
and
Fountain
Dolphin

PaddlingToilets
Pool

5

Joseph
Howarth
Statue

Pergola

6

Hub
Conserv

atory

Robert

Ascr
oft
Statue

TR
Donnell
Hollow y’s

Tea
Rooms

uee

n’s

rk

R

Ro

oa

ad

d

