
Explore Oldham 
town centre
Welcome to this family friendly 
trail around the historic sites 
of Oldham town centre. As you 
follow the trail you’ll meet a 
range of people and animals 
from Oldham’s past. 



The small town of Oldham was 
transformed in the 1800s to become 
the biggest cotton spinning town 
in the world. Traces of this rapid 
growth in size and wealth can still 
be seen today. New roads such as 
Union Street were laid out in the 
early years of the 1800s  
and still contain several grand 
historic buildings.
In the years before this growth, the 
life of the town was focused on St 
Mary’s Church and a small market 
place. The rebuilding of the church 
in the 1820s and the erection of a 
town hall in the 1840s were early 
signs of civic wealth and pride in  
the area. Other public buildings 
followed and you will find several  
of them on this trail.
Perhaps the most important of all 
Oldham buildings were the cotton 
mills themselves. The earliest mills 
were built very close to the town 
centre but later, bigger mills were 
built slightly further away. Perhaps 
you can still spot some in the 
distance as you follow this trail.  
One echo of the mills remains in 
the name of The Spindles shopping 
centre. Spindles were an important 
part of the machines on which 
cotton was spun.

 

Find out more
To find out more about the history  
of the town centre visit Gallery 
Oldham and Oldham Local Studies 
and Archives. Their collections 
contain fascinating objects, 
paintings, photographs and maps 
that tell the story of the town.  
Follow this link to begin your search 
https://galleryoldham.org.uk/
collections/ 

Ideas for when 
you get home
• Write a poem about your walk 

around Oldham today.
•  Design a new building that you 

would like to see in Oldham 
town centre.

•  Create your own story about the 
owls, lions and elephants you 
have seen. Imagine them coming 
to life whilst the town sleeps.

• Make a time line of all the  
places on this trail. Bring it up 
to date by including some more 
modern buildings. 

A history of Oldham

We hope you 
enjoy your visit!



Old Library
 
The Library and Art 
Gallery was built in 1883.
Have a look at the heads 
of notable writers, artists 
and engineers from the 
past along the top of the 
building. They are 
all men.

Can you think of  
some famous women 
you could include in 
this selection?
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Gallery Gardens
 
This was the very  
first park to be built  
in Oldham.
Find the owl carved  
from a tree stump.  
The owl is the symbol  
of Oldham. Oldham’s 
motto is Sapere Aude 
which means Dare to  
be Wise.
See how many other 
owls you can spot 
as you walk around 
Oldham.
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Old Post Office
 
Computers and emails were not invented when the Post Office was built 
in 1877. People came here to post letters and send telegrams.
Today this building houses 
Oldham Local Studies and 
Archives where you can  
find out about what  
Oldham was like long ago.
When you get home  
write a letter or send  
a postcard to a friend  
or relative to let  
them know you are  
thinking about them.

Theatre Workshop 
This building is now Oldham Theatre Workshop but was built in 1868  
as a Friends Meeting House for  
Oldham’s Quakers.
The lions were originally at the 
Market Hall in Oldham and 
were moved here after a fire 
burned it down in 1974.
Can you roar like a lion?
Please use the safest route 
which takes you along the 
pavement adjacent to the car 
park, then up the slope and 
turn right at the top of the slope 
before using the crossing.
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Lyceum
 
Before you cross Union Street look at Oldham Lyceum which was built 
in 1856. It had a newsroom, reading room and library, lecture rooms, 
committee and club rooms, classrooms and an observatory. The 
Science and Art School 
was added in 1881. 
Today this building is 
the home of Oldham 
Music Service.
Be inspired by the 
creative history of 
this building. Why 
not read a book, 
paint a picture or 
write a song when 
you get home?
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Town Hall  
 
Oldham Town Hall was built in three separate stages. The oldest section 
of the building opened in 1841. Later additions once housed the police 
station and the magistrates court.
Today the old town 
hall is a cinema and 
this whole area is 
called Parliament 
Square.
How many owls 
can you see?  
There are some  
on the top of the 
Town Hall.

6



Annie Kenney 
Statue  
 
Annie Kenney was born in Oldham 
in 1879. She was a suffragette  
who campaigned for women to  
get the vote.
Annie worked in a cotton mill from 
the age of ten. She used to ring a 
bell to get people to pay attention 
to her speeches.

Why not write a speech  
about something you feel  
is important when you  
get home?
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War Memorial 
 
Oldham War Memorial was unveiled in 1923 to commemorate 
Oldhamers who were killed in the First World War. The sculpture is by 
Albert Toft and shows five 
soldiers going ‘over the top’ 
from a trench.
In the plinth of the war 
memorial there is a Roll of 
Honour recording the names 
of local men who died in the 
Second World War.
 
Go over to the Flanders 
Field poem on the 
building opposite and 
read it aloud to the rest  
of your group.
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9
The Parish 
Church
 
There has been a church on 
this site since 1280.  
The current church was  
built between 1827 and 1830 
when Oldham grew to be a 
bigger and more prosperous 
town as a result of the 
industrial revolution.
The churchyard used to 
be part of an ancient route 
through Oldham.
Go inside and have a  
look around.

County Court  
and Church 
Lane
 
All of the houses on this street 
were built in the 1800s. The Court 
House was built in 1894 and was 
where a judge decided if someone 
had to go to prison.
Can you imagine yourself  
walking along here  
in Victorian times?  
Write a story  
about it when  
you get home.
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Market Square  
 
This used to be 
Oldham’s Market 
Square. Regular 
outdoor markets were 
held here for many 
years and it was the 
centre of life in the 
town. 
Can you see the 
elephants on the 
building facing 
Spindles?
Cut through the alley 
down the steps to 
George Street.

George Street 
Chapel
 
This Independent Methodist Chapel 
was built in 1815 by members of the 
congregation who were also builders.
Walk round the back along David’s 
Street and you can see the houses  
and school room which were built  
under the chapel.
Can you imagine going to school 
here over 200 years ago?
Either turn right to visit St Patricks 
Church or turn left to walk back 
along Union Street to where you 
started the trail.
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